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A  Serious 


r  is  commonly  faid,  that 
we  never  fix  a  tfae.Value 
on  any  'Thingj  until  it  be 
taken  from  us ;  when  the 
Inconveniences^  we  fufFer 
from  its  Abfence^  create 
an  Efteem  for  what  w^as  treated  .before 
with  Indifference.  I  have  no  Bufinefs 
to  examine  whether  this  Obfervation 
be  flridlly  juft,  or  will  hold  good  in 
general;  it  being  enough  for  my  Pur- 
pofo  to  find  it  applicable  to  all  Sorts 
of  People  ,  who  feel  the  Anguifti  of 
Pain  or  Sicknefs.  However  regardlefs 
and  even  lavifh  they  have  been  of 
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Health,  when  Difeafes  come  upon  theniy 
they  extol  it  above  every  Enjoyment  5 
and  without  it  deem  Riches,  Honours, 
and  Life  itfelf  not  worth  poffeffing. 
Since-  this  is  the  Cafe  with  Mankind, 
none  furely  will  refufe  a  fuitable  En-^ 
couragement  to  thofe,  who  are  able  to 
preferve  Health,  or  recover  it  when 
loft  :  But  on  the  other  Hand,  is  it 
not  evident  how  much  Society  is  in- 
terefted  to  difcourage  fuch  Men,  as  * 
attempt  what  they  are  ignorant  of,  and 
thereby  lengthen  out  Difeafes,  and  en¬ 
danger  or  deftroy  the  Lives  of  thofe 
committed  to  their  Care  ?  Health  be¬ 
ing  fo  eagerly  defired,  we  might  have 
expe<fted  fome  Uniformity  in  the  Pur- 
fiiit  of  it ;  but  it  is  here  almoft  .as  in 
the  Purfuit  of  Happinefs,  where  every 
one  takes  a  different  Courfe  ;  feldom 
perhaps  refleding  whether  it  be  a  right 
one.  Wherefore  Quacks  are  applied 
to  for  Relief,  and  every  vain-boafting 
Pretender  to  Skill  is  believed  on  his 
own  Word,  and  can  levy,  with  little 
Trouble,  great  Sums  of  Money  :  In 
ihort,  Phyfic  is  praflifed  by  every 
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Body  who  pleafes,  without  any  previr 
ous  Study  or  Knowledge.  The  Cre¬ 
dulity  of  People  is  indeed  amazing, 
who  put  fo  great  Faith  in  the  Virtues 
of  empirical  Noftrums,  and  the  Skill 
of  Men,  who  never  ftudied  the  Art  of 
Phyfic  :  But  this  is,  no  doubt,  height- 
ned  by  their  Impatience  under  Difeafes^ 
and  a  I^otion  of  faving  Expences, 


Phylicians  are  very  little  employed 
in  the  Pradice  of  Phyfic,  and  towards 
the  End  of  the  Difeafe  only,  when  it 
will  often  admit  of  no  Cure  ;  yet  fo 
far  are  they  from  attempting  to  vindi¬ 
cate  the  Exercife  of  their  own  Profef- 
fion,  that  they  feem  refolved  to  part 
with  it  all  together,  being  moft  indu- 
ftrious  in  depreciating  themfelves,  and 
leflening  the  Efteem,  which  the  Public 
ufed  to  pay  them.  Their  various  con¬ 
tradictory  Opinions  and  their  Debates, 
managed  with  fo  much  Heat,  ill  Na¬ 
ture,  and  worfe  Manners,  have  had, 
and  ever  will  have,  a  diredt  Tendency 

to  make  them  contemptible.  And 
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at  prefent,  what  Pains  arc  taken  to 

foment  Jealouiies  and  Sufpicions  ;  to 

raife  Scurrilities,  and  propagate  dirty 

Libels  ?  If  private  Grudges  be  amongtl 

them,  they  flick  at  nothing  to  blacken 

one  another’s  Reputation.  Thefe  are 

become  the  noble  Fruits  of  a  liberal 

Education  !  Is  this  the  boajied  Learn- 

ingy  or  are  thefe  Virtues  confiflent  with 

the  CharaBer  which  you  profejs  ?  Mod 

fliameful  indeed  for  thefe  Gentlemen  to 

* 

give  fo  much  Occafion  of  public  Cen-. 
fure,  whereby  their  Art  is  vilified  and 
difgraced.  It  were  however  unjuft  to 
charge  them  with  all  the  Infamy  or 
Reproach  which  is  call  upon  their  Pro- 
feflion,  as  it  is  well  known  w^hat  bad 
Judges  the  Bulk  of  People  are  of  the 
lExceilency  and  Ufefulnefs  of  Arts  and 
Sciences,  who  commonly  receive  right 
or  wrong  Impreffions  of  them,  from 
what  they  are  told  by  fuch  as  they 
edeem.  Thus  the  Admirers  of  a  mo¬ 
dern  Hero,  in  afironomical  Divinity 
or  theological  Adronomy,  or  whatever 
elfe  you  pleafe  to  call  his  Sydem,  dare 
even  to  decry  the  Knowledsie  of  Geo- 
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metry  and  Newtonian  Aftronomy.  His 
profound  Ignorance  they  miftake  for 
Erudition,  and  his  Impudence  for  fhecr 
Wit  and  found  Raillery.  But  though 
the  World  be  often  eafily  deceived  in 
thefe  Matters,  have  not  the  Faculty 
themfelves  given  a  good  Handle,  by  their 
Differences,  Contentions,  and  Animo- 
litles,  to  have  the  very  Certainty  and 
Ufefulnefs  of  the  Art  of  Phyfic  called 
in  Qi^ftion  ?  I  mofl:  heartily  compaC- 
fionate  the  Art,  whofe  Honours  are  thus 
miferably  torn  by  her  ungrateful  Sons ! 
Poor  Dame !  it  is  enough  for  her  to 
bear  up  under  her  own  Infirmities,  and 
therefore  too  much,  furely,  to  have  the 
Follies  of  her  Profeflbrs  laid  upon  her 
Shoulders.  If  thefe  Gentlemen  would 
confult  their  private  Intereft,  it  would 
advife  them  to  lay  afide  Wrath  5  and 
they  need  be  under  no  Apprehenfion 
of  their  Arms  growing  rufly  by  a  Cef- 
fation  of  Hoftilities  5  for  there  is  a  large 
Field  before  them,  where  each  may 
fhew  his  Prowefs  and  not  do  any  Mif- 
chief ;  where  Emulation  will  be  glorious, 
and  do  Service  to  Mankind. 


I  will 
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I  will  now  proceed  to  examine  fom® 
Abufes,  which  have  been  committed  in 
the  Exercife  of  this  Art,  and  endeavour 
to  (hew  by  what  Means  they  may  be 
prevented,  the  Knowledge  of  Phyfic 
improved  and  made  more  beneficial  to 
Society. - ‘But  before  I  go  any  far¬ 

ther,  I  muft  defire  my  Reader  to  mode¬ 
rate  his  Expedlation  of  what  follows, 
and  look  over  with  a  candid  Eye  my 
Inaccuracies  of  Method  and  Expreflion. 
I  am  thoroughly  confcious  of  my  Inabi¬ 
lity  to  execute  what  I  have  undertaken, 
in  a  Manner  fuitable  to  the  Importance 
of  the  Subjedli  and  have  only  to  fay 
for  myfelf,  that  I  have  thought  an  in¬ 
ferior  Performance  of  this  Kind,  writ 
with  an  honed  Zeal  for  the  Intereft 
of  Society  and  the  Honour  of  a  Pro- 
feffion  which  I  efteem,  w^ould  be  better 
than  no  Performance  at  all. 

I  was  firft  led  to  this  Subjedl  by  a 
News-paper,  which  told  us  a  melan¬ 
choly  Story  of  a  Gentleman  having  loft 
his  Life  by  a  Miftake  in  adminiftring 
Phyfic,  It  is  not  long  fince  this  hapr 
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pened,  which,  according  to  my  Me¬ 
mory,  was  in  few  Words  as  follows  : 
“  An  Apothecary  ordered  his  Servant  to 
prepare  a  Medicine,  and  carry  it  to 
a  Patient.  The  Servant  committed  a 
Miftake,  whereby  the  Patient  was 
hurried  into  another  World.''  Mife- 
rable  Cafe !  What  Care  and  Circum- 
fpedion  are  required  only  to  do  no 
Mifchief!  My  Reflexions  on  this  fatal 
Accident  prefented  to  me  a  very  horrid 
Scene  of  Diftrefs,  which  is  little  regard¬ 
ed,  though  a  great  Number  of  our  Fel¬ 
low  Creatures  feel  it  every  Day.  All 
Chances  of  furmoiinting  Difeafes,  by 
the  native  Strength  of  their  Conftitu- 
tions,  are  taken  from  them.  Their 
Hands  tied  down  by  Violence,  they  are 
under  an  indifpenfible  Neceffity  of  fuf- 
fering  the  Joint  Attacks  of  Difeafes, 
and  injudicious  ((hall  I  call  them  by  their 
true  Name,  moft  pernicious  ?)  Methods 
of  Treatment.  Roufed  at  thefe  grofs 
Impofltions  (which  are  often  courted 
into  the  Bargain)  I  refolved  to  do  my 
Duty  at  all  Hazards,  by  faithfully  endea¬ 
vouring  to  expofe  them  in  their  proper 
Colours. 


So 
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So  much  by  Way  of  Preface,  and 
now  entering  upon  my  Taflc,  I  beg  leave 
to  remind^  my  Reader  what  he  knows 
^  of  the  prefent  State  of  Phylic  in  this 
Country.  He  fees  every  Day  that  the 
Pradlice  of  this  Art  is  chiefly  in  the 
Hands  of  Apothecaries  j  infomuch,  that 
without  Impropriety  it  may  be  faid, 
they  have  made  a  Monopoly  of  it. 
They  vifit  Patients,  and  prefcribe  for 
them,  as  well  as  adminifter  the  Drugs, 
Unhappily  however,  we  have  very  few 
Apothecaries  who  give  themfelves  any‘ 
Trouble  in  making  up  Medicines,  or 
even  feeing  them  made  up  by  their  Ser¬ 
vants,  MofP  of  them  will  *  be  found  to 
trufl:  entirely  to  their  Journeymen  or  Ap¬ 
prentices.  And  are  Things  of  fo  great 
Moment,  of  the  laft  Importance  to  So¬ 
ciety,  to  be  thus  fhamefully  negledled 
by  Apothecaries j  and  put  into  fuch  Hands  ? 
The  Account  we  have  related  from  the 
News-Papers,  anfvvers  this  Queflion  very 
plainly.  What  do'thefe  Gentlemen  fay 
is  their  Bufinefs  ?  Is  it  not  to  prepare 
and  compound  Drugs  ?  But  this,  it  feehis, 
is  deemed  a  low  and  Mechanic  Office  ^ 


ana 
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and  therefore  adjudged  to  People  of  a 
fervile  Station.  Their  Views  are  of  a 
higher,  and  more  refined  Sort,  to  difiin- 
guifh  themfelves  by  the  didatorial  Power 
they  can  exercife  over  Nature,  which 
gives  them  at  the  fame  Time  a  good 
Pretext  for  putting  more  Money  in  their 
Pockets,  by  charging  their  Drugs  higher 
'  on  Account  of  Attendance. 

I  fhall  not  infift  much  on  this  Affair, 
as  it  will  be  an  eafy  Matter  for  my 
Reader  himfelf  to  make  fuitable  Reflexi¬ 
ons  on  it ;  moft  People  having  been  in 
Apothecaries  Shops,  I  (hall  appeal  to 
them.  Let  them  declare  the  Freedoms 
they  have  feen  pradifed  there.  Moft 
unwarrantable  Freedoiris  indeed  !  where 
Weight  and  Meafure  are  laid  afide,  and 
the  Quantities  of  Medicines  only  guefled 
by  ignorant  Boys..  Happily  for  Man¬ 
kind  !  Moft  of  thofe  Things  which  arc 
commonly  ufed  *  in  Pradice,  admit  of  a 
great  Latitude  in  their  Dofes.  Happily 
too  for  the  Apothecaries  and  their  Ser¬ 
vants,  or  their  lazy  Condud  had  been 
too  vifibly  pernicious  to  pafs  unpuniflied 
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by  the  Civil  Magiftrate  !  But  though  the 
Mifchief  is  not  fo  very  evidentj  or  is 
feJdom  noticed,  it  is,  not  therefore  lefs 
certain.  For  in  this  ¥/ay  no  Man,  who 
has  the  Management  of  a  Difeafe,  can 
know  what  he  is  about.  If  the  Propor¬ 
tions  and  Quantities  of  what  he  orders 
are  varied  without  his  Knowledge,  it 
will  be  furely  impoffible  for  him  to  di- 
flinguidi  aright  between  the  Effedfs  of 
his  Medicines  and  the  EfFecls  of  the 
Difeafe  3  he  will  be  frudrated  in  his  Ex- 
pedations  (however  juftly  founded)  and 
mull  fight  his  Weapons  through,  as  the 
Saying  is,  altogether  in  the  Dark.  But 
how  inexcufable  is  this  Liberty,  where 
Opium  and  Drugs  of  the  greated:  Ef¬ 
ficacy  are  treated  in  the  fame  Manner  ? 
I  have  fhuddered  to  fee  a  Piece  of 
Opium,  torn  from  a  large  Mafs,  and 
without  any  Ceremony  of  Scales,  cram¬ 
med  into  the  Heart  of  a  Bolus.  What 
a  dreadful  Set  of  Symptoms  fuch  an 
Overdofe  occafions !  In  what  a  wretched 
Plight  may  we  fuppofe  the  Phyfician, 
who  had  prefcribed  only  half  a  Grain 
of  it  1  Plis  Judgment  w^ould  undoubtedly 

be 
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be  called  in  Queftion,  and  he  perhapsi 
difmMed  with  Infamy. 

Who  is  ignorant  of  the  common  Me¬ 
thod  of  fubftituting  one  Thing  in  the 
Room  of  another  ?  Becaufe  the  Writers 
of  Pharmacy,  forfooth,  have  taken  into 
their  Heads  to  range  Simples  into  Claffes, 
They  have  got  a  ^id  pro  ^0  at  their 
Fingers  Ends  j  and  therefore  no  fooner 
is  any  Thing  wanting  in  the  Shops, '  or 
not  eafily  to  be  found,  than  its  Room  is 
filled  up,  by  what  they  judge  will  anfwer 
the  fame  Intention. 

Thefe  are  a  few  of  the  Inconveniences 
(a  very  modeft  Name  and  Catalogue)  to 
which  .the  Art  of  Phyfic  is  expofed, 
through  the  Ignorance  and  Idlenefs  of 
thofe  who  prepare  Drugs  to  anfwer  the 
various  Indications  of  Cure.  But  are 
not  thefe  enough  to  fruftrate  the  moft 
confummate  Skill,  to  load  a  moft  ufeful 
Profeflion  with  Infamy,  and  render  it 
really  pernicious  to  Mankind  ?  Some  of 
thefe  Mifehiefs,  however,  may  be  eafily 
avoided.  People  need  only  fend  a  Per- 
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fon  to  wait  in  the  Apothecary’s  Shop, 
who  fliall  not  fuffer  the  Drugs  to  be 
made  up,  unlefs  the  Mafter  is  prefent ; 
and  at  lead:  fupcrintend  his  Servant.  Un¬ 
til  this  be  done,  they  have  themfelves 
chiefly  to  blame  for  many  fatal  Acci¬ 
dents,  which  are  unjuftly  brought  in  to 
difgrace  Phyfic,  and  make  the  Art  ap¬ 
pear  precarious  and  conjedlural. 

In  like  Manner  was  the  great 
ton's  Dodlrine  of  Colours  at  firft  treated 
with  Contempt,  by  many  Foreigners. 
They  bungled  in  the  Conftruftion  of 
their  Prifms,  neglefted  feveral  Circum- 
flances,  which  they  thought  trifling  5 
and  thei*efore  held  in  the  Rank  of  Fa¬ 
ble,  The  mofl  beautiful  Difcovery  in 
Philofophy. 


But  if  Society  is  fo  much  injured  in 
the  adminiftring  Part  of  Phyfic  only, 
will  it  be  an  eafy  Matter  to  defcribe  the 
Havock  done  by  thofe,  who  ignorant  of 
Difeafes,  of  the  Properties  of  Drugs, 
and  the  Intentions  to  be  ferved  by  thern, 
|talk  into  a  fick  Man’s  Chamber,  and, 

with 


(  15  ) 

With  a  moft  folemn  Confidence,  relate 
their  huge  Conflidts  with  the  Tyrant 
Death,  and  boaft  Vidlories,  as  numerous 
as  their  Gallypots,  over  the  yawning 
Grave  ?  We  will  have,  by  and  by,  an 
pccafion  of  examining  the  Pretenfions 
of  our  Apothecaries  to  medical  Know¬ 
ledge  j  and  perhaps  it  will  come  in  more 
opportunely,  after  we  have  feen  by 
what  Means  thefe  Gentlemen  were  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  Management  of  Difeafes. 
I  don’t  know  how  to  do  this  better, 
than  by  relating  Part  of  a  Converfation 
which  happened  fome  Time  ago,  be¬ 
tween  an  inquifitive  Foreigner  and  a  very 
honeft  and  ingenious  Apothecary.  The 
Foreigner,  being  greatly  furprized  to 
find  the  Bufinefs  of  Phyficians  done  by 
other  People,  applied  to  his  Friend 
to  account  for  it,  who  was  pleafed 
to  gratify  his  Curiofity  in  the  following 
Manner. 

i 

We  were  formerly  then,  Sir,  al- 
together  employed  in  the  Preparation 
“  and  Compojition  of  Medicaments^  ac~ 
f ‘  cording  to  the  Rules  laid  down  in  the 
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Formula  of  Phyjicians,  Did  not  you 
tell  me,  that  it  is  ftill  the  Occupatmt 
of  the  Fraternity  in  your  Country  ? 
Well  :  I  am  very  forry  for  it ;  but 
let  them  have  Courage.  I  have  a 
rich  Cardiac  in  Store  for  them.  Com- 
municate  my  IntelUgoice^  and  it  will 
teach  them  a  Procefs  to  fiihlimate 
themfelves  from  their  abjeSl  Depend- 
ance,  and  purge  their  prefuming  Ma- 
flers  from  the  Chambers  of  Patients, 
as  we  have  done  in  this  Country. 
And  now  to  return  to  my  Story,  I 
can’t  help  owning  but  our  Trade  at 
that  Time  was  profitable  enough. 
We  lived  very  well,  and  fome  accu- 
mulated  a  great  ^antity  of  Money. 
Sed  Pecunia  eji  radix  malorum.  For 
“  it  being  too  well  known;,  that  our 
Trade  furnifhed  good  Living  and  the 
like  ;  it  ftruck  the  Pericraniums  of 
avaricious  People  to  educate  their  Sons 
in  our  Profejjion^  whereby  it  was  over- 
flock’d.  I  dare  fay,  Sir,  that  you 
have  feen  People  in  a  Phthifis^  where- 
in  they  labour  under  a  conflant  Atro- 
phy  5  that  is  to  fay,  Sir,  their  Food 

does 
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does  them  no  Good,  which  arifes 
from  the  colliquative  Excretions  of 
the  alhnental  Juices,  by  the  numberlefs 
cutaneous  and  abdommal  Outlets  of  the 
Body.  And  thus  was  our  Cafe  exa«5fly 
circumjlantiated -y  for  the  Bufinefs  be- 
ing  portioned  among  fo  many,  there 
fell  but  a  fmall  ^antity  of  it  to  each 

“  Man's  Share,  ^  not  enough  to  give  JSu- 
‘‘  trition  to  us  and  our  Families  •  and 

r 

“  fo  we.. became  prodigioujly  'emaciated. 

‘‘  However,  Sir,  Necejjitas  ejl  Eater  & 
Mater  Inveritionis,  An  ingenious  Bro» 
“  then,  who  felt  our  Diftreffes  with  a 
moji  exquijite  Sympathy,  generoufly  de- 
voted  himfelf  to  explore  all  pojjible 
««  Ways  of  recovering  us  %  and  at  laft, 
after  many  fruitlefs  Inve [ligations  found 
“  out  the  fo  much  wilhed  for  Medi- 
cine,  the  grand  Catholicon,  Analeptic, 
“  and  Cordial  of  Apothecaries.  Bur, 
before  I  acquaint  you  with  the  Divine 
Arcanum,  I  muft  fir  ft  tell  you  how 
“  he  came  to  find  it.  He  took  Advan- 
tage  of  the  Sloth  of  Phyficians,  w^ho 
ufed  to  fend  us  to  their  Patients, 
when  they  bad  no  Affedlion  to  go  them- 

felves  ^ 
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felvcs ;  and  from  the  Obfervatiom  we 
made  on  the  Dijle?nperatures^  would  pre- 
“  fcribe  for  them.  And  fo  having  rmnina* 
ted  on  tliis  Affair  with  much 
tjy  and  finding  great  Murmiii^atiom 
among  the  People,  for  the  little  Trou- 
ble  which  Phyficians  took  ;  he  told 
his  Cuflomers,  the  important  Concern 
it  gave  him,  to  fee  the  Dodors  make 
fo  free  with  their  Pockets.  That  for 
his  own  Part  he  had  a  ^anfum  fufficit 
of  Dodor€  Prefcriptions^  and  would 
go  according  to  them.  That  as  he 
“  compounded  the  Medicaments^  he  mufl 
certainly  know  them  much  better  ; 
“  and  therefore,  if  they  allowed  him  to 
charge  a  little  more  for  his  Attendance, 
they  might  fave  the  Expence  of  a 
Dodor  all  together,  or  towards  the 
‘‘  End  of  the  Difeafe,  that  it  would 
be  Time  enough  to  call  him  in, 
whereby  they  would  keep  in  their 
Pockets  many  a  good  fat  Fee.  To  make 
fhort,  Sir,  this  good  Man  fucceeded, 
“  and  the  good  Example  was  foon  ful* 

“  lowed,  which  has  effectually  freed  us 

from  the  Controiil  of  Phyficians.  Con- 

‘‘  troul 
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front  did  I  fay?  Vain  Word  !  Th6 
Dodors  muft  be  recommended  by  us^ 
or  eat  Water-Gruel  in  the  Room  of 
their  Patients.’’ 

Leaving  our  Friends  together,  I  now 
proceed  to  enquire  into  the  Education 
and  Abilities  of  thefe  Gentlemen,  who 
affume  the  Guardianfhip  of  Public 
Health*  But  as  they  make  up  a  large 
Body,  and  are  well  eftablidied  in  the 
Opinion  of  the  World,  it  will  be  very 
neceflfary,  I  think,  to  premife  fomewhaC 
in  my  Behalf,  for  the  Freedom  I  take 
with  them.  This  Freedom  indeed  is  no 
more,  than  what  the  beft  and  mod  able 
Men  in  this  Profeffion  have  al  ways  taken^ 
who  thought  it  their  Duty  to  cenfure  Igno¬ 
rance  boldly,  wherever  they  found  it  3  to 
warn  Mankind  againft  the  Dangers,  .they 
were  expofed  to,  from  the  Praftice 
of  ignorant  Men.  The  Divine  Hippocra¬ 
tes  (who  was  alvvays  ready  to  vindicate 
this  Art  from  Reproach,  whofe  Candour 
and  Judgment  will  never  be  called  in 
Q^edion)  exprefly  tells  us,  that  the  no- 
bled  of  all  Arts,  To  wit  Phyfic,  had 

D  been 
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been  degraded,  and  was  become  the 
loweft  and  moft  contemptible,  by  the 
Ignorance  of  thofe  who  exercifed  it 
No  Man,  perhaps,  ever  had  an  equal 
Title  to  this  Freedom  of  Cenfure  ;  for, 
he  was  moft  indefatigably  induftrious  in 
obferving  the  Courfe  of  Nature,  in  pro¬ 
ducing,  increafing,  continuing,  and  ter¬ 
minating  Difeafes.  He  borrowed  from 
every  Science,  and  even  improved  what 
Chance  threw  in  his  Way,  to  extend 
his  Knowledge  of  Difeafes,  and  the  Me¬ 
thods  of  curing  them.  Let  thofe  who 
pretend  to  pradife  this  Art,  perufe  his 
Works,  and  they  will  fee  (if  they  have 
Eyes  at  all)  the  great  Difficulties  which 
attend  it.  But  I  forget  myfelf^ — •Hippocra-- 
tes  muft  give  Way  to  his  Betters,  and  it  is 
Time  to  return  to  our  Apothecaries. 

According  to  our  Propofal,  the  Edu¬ 
cation  of  thefe  Gentlemen  comes  next 
to  be  confidered,  which  fliall  not  de¬ 
tain  us  very  long ;  as  almoft  every  one 
knows  it  ’  well  enough  already.  The 
fliort  Account  I  will  give,  may  fuffice, 
I  think,  for  demonftrating  their  abfolute 

Unfitnefs 
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Unfitnefs  for  what  they  undertake.  Take 
it  as  follows  :  “A  young  Lad,  with 
very  little  Latins  is  bound  Apprentice 
to  an  Apothecary  :  He  is  taught  the 
Characters  and  Abbreviations  which  Phv- 

•  j 

licians  ufe,  and  becomes  able,  in  Pro- 
cefs  of  Time,  to  read  and  make  up  a 
Doctor’s  Bill.  If  he  is  a  Lad-  of  Ap¬ 
plication,  he  will  perufe  S^incy's  Difpen- 
fatory,  whereby  he  is  made  acquainted 
with  the  common  Properties  of  Drugs, 
or  the  Virtues  commonly  afcribed  to 
them.  He  hears  the  Names,  by  which 
the  Diftempers  of  the  Patients  are  call¬ 
ed  •  and  if  his  Memory  is  good,  will 
perhaps  treafure  up  what  were  ordered 
for  them.  Thus  having  fpent  feven  or 
eight  Years  of  Drudgery  (fome  of  thern 
have  not  even  this  Education,  however 
trifling)  he  looks  out  for  himfelf,  takes 
a  Shop,  and  would  be  very  much  af¬ 
fronted,  if  you  entertained  any  Fear  of 
your  own  Life,  by  trufting  it  in  his 
Hands.” 

Now  that  we  have  got  his  Freedom 
for  him,  and  furnifhed  his  Shop,  is  the 

D  2  Matter 
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Matter  mended  ?  His  grand  Employ¬ 
ment,  to  be  fure,  is  to  get  Cuflomers, 
and  difpenfe  as  many  Drugs  as  he  can 
perfaade  People  to  take  from  him.  To 
improve  the  few  Opportunities  he  may 
have,  is  of  inferior  Confideration  ;  and 
pray  why  fhould  he  concern  himfelf 
about  the  Matter  ?  Let  a  Dodlor  be  call¬ 
ed  before  the  Patient  dies,  and  all  is 
well.  He  can  ward  off,  at  any  Time, 
the  Imputation  of  bad  Pradice  by  this 
Means.  It  is  Skill  enough  to  nick  that 
Time.  They  give  it  out  that  fuch  a 
Dodor  attended  him,  though  he  only 
made  one  Vifft  5  that  there  was  no  Want 
of  the  beft  Advice  or  Afliftance,  and 
fuch  like.  Thus  the  Dodor  has  the 
genteel  Compliment  paid  him  of  the  Pa¬ 
tient’s  Death,  to  fwell  his  annual  Bill  of 
Mortality. 

As  Craft  and  Ignorance  are  foon  difco- 
vered,  unlefs  they  wear  the  Cloak  of 
Honeffy  and  Knowledge  ;  fo  great  Pains 
have  been  taken  to  found  in  People's 
Ears  the  wonderful  EfFeds  of  Age  and 
•  Experience^  They  knew  the  Bait  was 

temptine. 
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tempting,  and  would  be  greedily  devour¬ 
ed;  therefore  they  withheld  it  not.  I 
don’t  blame  them.  A  Man  certainly 
may  be  allowed  to  fupply  in  Words 
what  he  fails  in  Deeds  ;  v/herefore  it  is 
urged  in  Favour  of  Apothecaries,  that 
they  fee  many  Patients.  I  allow  it  frank¬ 
ly  ;  and  fo  do  Nurfes  and  many  good 
old  Women.  But  let  this  boafled  Claim 
of  Experience  be  carried  as  far  as  they 
think  proper,  I  beg  leave  to  alk  them 
when  it  begins  ;  whether  with  the 
Change  of  Colour  of  their  Beards,  or 
their  public  Entry  into  a  Chariot ;  or, 
in  fhort,  whatever  Time  they  pleafe 
to  fix  upon  themfelves :  And  then  let 
them  tell  me,  what  became  of  thofe  de¬ 
luded  Mortals,  who  put  their  Truft  in 
them  before  that  important  JEva  ?  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Sophiftry  of  thefe  People, 
as  every  Man  who  has  feen  many  Dif- 
eafes,  does  neceflarily  underfiand  their 
Nature,  and  the  proper  Methods  to  re¬ 
move  them  5  fo  every  one  who  lives  to 
be  Gray-headed  and  old,  is  a  wife,  pru¬ 
dent,  and  good  Man. 


A  re- 
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A  regular  Education  and  Study  have 
been  reprefented  as  Things  of  no  Va¬ 
lue,  ferving  only  to  fupply  Oftentation 
and  Pomp.  '  Experience  once  more  is 
every  Thing.  I'm  afraid,  however,  that 
thefe  Gentlemen  who  have  this  Word 
’Experience  fo  often  in  their  Mouths, 
can  make  but  a  very  indifferent  Title  to 
any  Honour  from  it.  For  pray,  what 
are  we  to  underftand  by  it  ?  Surely  no 
lefs  than  the  Refuk  of  many  Experi¬ 
ments  or  Obfervations'  accurately  made 
and  compared  together.  But  this  is  no 
eafy  Matter.  I  hope  that  every  Body 
will  agree  with  me,  that  it  requires  an 
attentive  Perfon,  with  a  found  Judg¬ 
ment,  to  make  Experiments  juflly.  He 
muft  be  a  Man,  whofe  foie  View  is  to 
difcover  Truth  ;  who  has  diverted  him- 
felf  of  all  Prejudices,  and  gives  nothing 
Credit,  which  he  does  not  fee  diftindly  : 
And  above  all,  who  will  fpare  no  Pains 
to  make  different  Trials  of  the  fame 
Things,  before  he  gives  any  Determina¬ 
tion.  I  cannot  think  the  mort  fanguine 
Friend  of  the  Apothecaries  will  be  bold 
enough  to  fay,  that  their  Experience  is 

of 
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of  this  Kind.  Shall  I  incur  Cenfare^’ 
by  adding,  that  they  are  unfurnhhed 
with  thofe  Requifites,  which  fhould  be 
always  premifed  in  medical  experimental 
Inquiries ;  I  mean  a  faithful  Hiftory  of 
Difeafes,  the  Knowledge  of  the  human 
Strudlure  and  Phyfiology.  But,  if  they 
are  fo  egregioufly  deficient  in  what  re¬ 
lates  to  their  own  Experience,  what  Opi¬ 
nion  ought  we  to  entertain  of  their  Abi¬ 
lities  in  Phyfic,  who  give  themfelves  no 
Trouble  of  enquiring  after  the  Obferva- 
tions  and  Judgrnent  (or  which  is  the 
fame  Thing,  the  Experience)  of  others, 
in  other  Ages  and  Countries  ?  We  have 
feen  the  Difficulties,  attending  a  regular 
Courfe  of  Experiments ;  and  permit  me 
to  fay,  that  there  is  great  Danger  for  a 
Man  to  depend  all  together  on  his  own 
Stock.  For  allowing  even  that  his  Ob- 
fervations  be  duly  made,  it  is  impoffible 
for  him  to  be  thence  furnifhed  with  In¬ 
dications  of  Cure,  for  all  thofe  Difeafes, 
with  the  various  Circumftances  attending 
them,  which  may  fall  under  his  Infpec- 
tion. 


The 
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The  fame  mighty  Champions,  for 
the  Word  Experience  (for  they  can  be 
allowed  no  more)  have  fet  up  their 
Voices  to  roar  aloud  againft  all  Reafoning 
in  Phyfic,  as  bewildering,  fallacious,  and  of 
the  moft  dangerous  Confequence  to  Man¬ 
kind.  Moft  reafonable  in  them  indeed  to 
diveft  themfelves  of  Reafon,  and  then  boaft 
of  what  they  have  done  to  all  the  World  ! 
But  this  important  Tenet,  the  0ft- 
fpring  of  Ignorance  and  Conceit  (like 
many  others  of  the  fame  Family)  con¬ 
futes  itfelf.  For  without  Reafoning  or 
Analogy,  whether  a  Man  will  own  it 
or  not,  or  indeed  whether  he  knows  it 
or  not,  it  is  merely  impofiible  for  him, 
even  to  make  any  Ufe  of  what  he  has 
already  feen  of  Difeafes.  For  does  he 
not  compare  together  the  Nature,  Vio¬ 
lence,  and  Time  of  the  Difeafe  ;  the 
Seat  of  it,  the  Age  and  Conftitution  of 
the  Patient,  with  what  he  remembers 
to  have  feen,  of  the  fame  Kind  before, 
and  thence  draw  his  Indications  of  Cure  ? 
And  is  not  this  reafoning  in  Phyfic  ? 

Does  he  not  employ  it  too,  in  the  Choice 
and  Refuial  of  Medicines  ;  in  propor¬ 
tioning 
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tioning  the  Qimntities,  and  ordering  when 
they  are  to  be  given  ?  Add  ftill  further^ 
that  there  are  no  two  Difeafes  exactly 
alike  in  all  their  Circumftances  :  Here 
then  his  Darling  Experience  is  good  for 
nothing,  unlefs  aided  and  direded  by  a 
juft  and  accurate  Ratiocination. 

I  believe  this  will  not  be  thought  an 
improper  Place  to  deftroy  a  little  Cob* 
web  Sophiftry,  which  has  intangled 
many  well  meaning  People,  and  brought 
them  into  much  Danger.  They  think, 
becaufe  the  Apothecary  has  feen  the 
Dodor’s  Prefcriptions  in  certain  Dif¬ 
eafes,  he  may  furely  make  them  up 
again,  when  the  like  Return,  every  Bit 
as  well  of  himfelf,  as  if  the  Dodor  had 
been  paid  to  command  him.  Agreed, 
The  Fad  is  very  true,  but  I  muft  beg 
their  Leave  to  deny  the  Inference  they 
draw  from  it.  For,  as  it  has  been  juft 
now  obferved,  no  two  Difeafes  are.  ex- 
adly  alike  in  their  Circumftances ;  there¬ 
fore  it  is  not  to  be  expeded.,  that  the 
fame  Medicines  can  do  theC^nie  good 
as  before.  A  Difeafe  may  take  upon 

E  it 
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it  much  the  fame  Appearance  with  ano¬ 
ther,  which  the  Patient  formerly  labour¬ 
ed  under,  and  yet  require  a  very  oppo- 
fite  Treatment.-  For  Example  :  A  Per- 
fon  having  been  afflidted  with  a  violent 
Pain  in  his  Side,  was  blooded  plentiful¬ 
ly,  and  relieved.  Some  Years  after  he  is 
again  feized  with  a  Pain  in  his  Side  ;  but 
inftead  of  finding  Relief  from  the  Lan¬ 
cet,  as  he  did  before,  his  Pain  increafes. 
What  then  is  to  be  done  ?  A  large  Clyf- 
ter,  with  a  purging  Draught,  will  fet  all 
to  Rights  immediately. 

It  is  not  furely  enough  to  have  the 
Name  of  a  Difeafe,  to  enable  a  Man  to 
cure  it  5  tho’  this  Nomenclator  Fradtice 
paflTes  currant  every  Day.  And  indeed 
our  Apothecaries  have  moft  elegantly 
comprized  the  whole  Art  of  Phyfic,  in 
the  Solution  of  this  Problem,  Fhe 
Name  oj  the  Difeafe  give?2  (which  was  a 
very  eafy  Thing  to  them)  to  find  the  Re¬ 
medy  f  in  doing  which,  they  adl  with 
great  Expedition.  They  confult  for  a 
few  Minutes  Shaw's  Fradlice  of  Phyfic^ 
or  any  other  Index  for  P^eceipts^  and  the 

Bufinefs 
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Bufinefs  is  done.  Thus  File-precedents 
challenge  the  Refpedl:  of  Law-prece¬ 
dents  ^  but  which  are  mofl:  grievous,  let 
the  World  determine.  To  what  has 
been  faid,  I  need  only  add,  that  where 
Medicines  may  be  fuitable  to  the  Difeafe, 
unlefs  the  Time  of  the  Difeafe,  when 
they  are  to  be  adminiflered,  and  the  juft 
Proportions  of  them  be  obferved,  they 
can  do  no  good  :  And  to  do  no  good 
by  Medicines  is  affuredly  to  do  Mifchief. 
People  would  be  lefs  fubjedl:  to  err  in 
their  Opinions  of  thefe  Things,  if  they 
confidered  Drugs  like  other  Inftruments  y 
which,  according  to  the  Skill  and  Pro¬ 
bity  of  thofe  who  ufe  them,  become 
ufeful  or  pernicious.. 

I  may  be  thought  a  very  rigid  and  un¬ 
fair  Cenfor,  if  having  fpent  fo  much 
Time  with  the  Apothecaries,  I  take  no 
Notice  of  the  Surgeons,  who  have  in- 
groffed  fome  Parts  of  Phyfic  entirely  y 
and  many  of  them  pradife  it  in  com¬ 
mon.  That  this  large  Body  therefore 
may  have  no  juft  Reafon  to  accufe  me 
of  any  Want  of  Refped  for  them,  I 
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declare  with  great  Submiffion,  that  the 
Objedions  we  have  made  to  the  Apothe¬ 
caries  for'  praftifing  Phyfic,  are  ftill 
ftronger  when  applied  to  them,  by  fo 
much  the  more,  that  they  are  altogether 
ignorant  of  Drugs  and  their  Ufes, 

Whoever  views  attentively  this  Draught 
of  the  State  of  Phyfic,  and  has  any  tender 
Feelings  or  Regard  for  his  Country, 
will,  I  think,  be  much  alarmed  at  the 
Mifehiefs  occafioned  hourly,  by  that 
Art,  which  profefies  to  redrefs  them.  By 
that  Art  have  I  wrote  ?  I  mod  hum¬ 
bly  afk  Pardon.  My  Pen  mifiook  its 
Office.  Thefe  are  not  Mifearriages  of 
the  Art,  but  of  thofe  Men,  who  pre¬ 
tend  to  be  her  Artificers.  Poffibly  his 
Patriotifm  may  carry  him  fo  far,  as  to 
wifli  the  Exercife  of  Medicine  proferibed’; 
in  the  fame  Manner,  as  it  were  better 
to  have  the  wearing  of  Swords  prohi¬ 
bited,  if  only  Madmen  ufed  them.  This. 
Zeal  may  be  condemned  as  extravagant, 
and  I  promife  you  I  don't  adopt  it.  How¬ 
ever  I  honeftly  declare,  to  be  my  Opi¬ 
nion,  that  Phyfic,  on  its  prefent  Foot¬ 
ing, 
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ingj  will  be  found  to  do  very  little 
Good,  when  all  its  Accounts  are  fairly 
ballanced. 

I  imagine  there  has  been  enough  faid 
to  convince  any  Man  of  the  Neceffity 
for  reforming  Phyfic.  We  are  told,  that 
the  Ignorance,  Immoralities,  and  grofs 
Impofitions  of  the  Romijh  Clergy,  made 
a  Reformation  in  Religion  neceffary. 
May  I  be  allowed  then  to  put  the  Que- 
ftion,  whether  we  want  Incitements  to 
a  Reformation  in  Phyiic  ?  It  has  furely 
been  poftponed  too  long  already.  We 
don’t  live  in  an  Age  now,  v/herein  a 
Contempt  of  bodily  Welfare  is  likely  to 
gain  Applaufe,  and  be  dignified  with 
the  Honours  of  Piety  and  Heroifm. 
Such  pious  Sloth  may  have  anfwered 
very  well  the  Purpofes  of  defigning 
Priefts,  but  I  know  not  any  Reafon  for 
Phylicians  to  adopt,  or  the  World  to 
bear  with  it. 

I  am  now  come  to  the  moft  difficult 
Part  of  my  Talk,  which  requires  me 
to  point  out,  by  what  Means,  the  Mif- 

chiefs 
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chiefs  arifing  from  the  Pradice  of  Phyfic 
may  be  avoided  ^  the  Art  itfelf  'impro- 
vedj  and  its  Reputation  and  Ufefulnefs 
promoted.  If  I  have  given  Offence  ta 
any  People,  by  what  1  have  wrote  in 
the  foregoing  Pages,  I  am  afraid  the 
Number  of  Malecontents  will  increafe 
by  the  Sequel:  This  Fear,  however, 
fhall  not  hinder  rne  from  telling  my 
Mind  freely  5  whatever  Sneers  and  Oblo¬ 
quy  I  expofe  myfelf'  to  by'  doing  it. 
And  to  begin  boldly,  I  think  in  the  hrft 
Place,  the  Lie  fhould  be  given  to  the 
old  Proverb,  which  declares  no  Fhyfician 
to  be  worthy  of  Breads  while  he  has  Tdeeth 
fo  eat  it.  The  Cuftom  may  feem  vene¬ 
rable,  I  have  no  Objedlion  to  that ;  but 
I  don't  think  it  prudent  never  to  trufl 
your  Life  in  a  Man’s  Hand  before  he 
grows  afraid  of  lofing  his  own.  While 
a  Man  is  able  to  go  through  the  Fa¬ 
tigue  of  Bufinefi,  with  proper  Spirit, 
he  is  thrown  afide  as  ufelefs.  What 
could  give  Birth  to  this  Cuftom  ?  Was 
it  the  Diffidence  of  Mankind  in  the 
Abilities  of  young  Phyficians  ?  A  fhort 
Sketch  of  their  Education  will  foort 

ftiew 
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Ihew  us,  whether  there  is  any  juft  Rea- 

fon  for  this  Diffidence^  A  Man  then^, 

_  # 

who  intends  to  be  a  Phyficiaii,  having 
finifhed  his  Courfe  of  polite  and  ufefiil 
Literature,  applies  himfelf  to  acquire  a 
Knowledge  of  the  human  Strudiire,  of 
Chemiftry  and  Drugs.  His  next  Care 
is  to  be  furaiftied  with  juft  Notions 

of  the  Animal  Oeconomy,  the  Theory 
of  Difeafes,  and  the  moft  approved  Me¬ 
thods  of  removing  them.  Having  fpent 
fome  Years  this  Way,  and  in  acquaint¬ 
ing  himfelf  with  the  Pradice  of  anci¬ 
ent  and  modern  Phyficians  (not  negli¬ 
gent  at .  the  fame  Time  of  improving  the 
Opportunities  he  meets  with  of  feeing 
Pradice)  he  devotes  Ibme  Years  to  the 
Attendance  of  Hofpitals,  whereby  he 
is  made  more  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
the  Nature  of  Difeafes,  At  his  Leifure 
he  then  compares  the  Defcription  of 
Difeafes,  given  by  Authors  and  his  Teach¬ 
ers,  with  what  he  finds  in  Nature  5  if 
they  have  been  any  V/ay  faulty,  he 
correds  them,  or  ftiould  his  Judgment 
have  proved  too  hafty,  he  innocently 
correds  himfelf.  He  takes  the  fame 

Courfe 
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Courfe  in  the  Management  of  Difeafes^ 
by  comparing  the  Pradlice  of  other 
People,  with  what  is  before  his  Eyes ; 
with  this  Advantage,  that  the  Negled: 
or  Errors*  of  thofe  who  do  the  Bufinefs 
of  Hofpitals,  inftruft  Him  often  more 
than  their  moft  rational  and  fuccefsful 
Praftice  5  at  leaft,  he  is  thereby  taught 
what  is  to  be  avoided. 

Having  given  this  Sketch  of  our 
Phyfician’s  Education,  methinks  the  World 
has  no  great  Reafon  to  doubt  of  his 
Abilities  5  efpecially  after  the  Teftimony 
he  is  obliged  to  give  of  them  at  the 
Univerfity.  I  muft  acknowledge  indeed, 
that  fome  have  found  a  more  expediti¬ 
ous  Way  in  qualifying  themfelves  for 
this  Office,  and  been  dubb’d  Dodlors 
by  Univerfities  [properly  fo  called^  as  they 
refufe  nobody')  which  they  never  faw. 
The  Poft  or  Carrier  brings  them  De¬ 
grees  at  a  very  moderate  Price  5  and 
fuch  People  moft  certainly  have  contri¬ 
buted  to  difgrace  Phyfic,  and  leflen  the 
Efteem  of  thofe  who  have  an  undoubt¬ 
ed  Right  to  Pradice.  I  pay  however 


ho  Regard  to  fuch  Men  5  and  thougH 
they  are  Dodtors,  I  think  Phyficians 
fliould  give  them  no  Sanduary;  But  to 
return  from  this  Digreflion,  the  World  re-  ■ 
jed  Phyficians,  becaufe  they  arc  young  ^ 
yet  never  confider  that  they  will  employ 
the  fame  Men,  when  they  grow  old 
and  know  no  more  than  they  did  be¬ 
fore.  Unlefs  this  Pradice  changes,  I 
fear  Phyficians  will  degenerate  very  foori. 
For  we  can  never  fuppofe  that  a  Man, 
who  forefees  the  befi:  Part  of  his  Life 
to  be  unemployed,  will  become  folici- 
tous  to  extend  his  Knowledge.  And 
why  fhoiild  he>  as  it  would  avail  him 
nothing,  being  unable  to  make  a  pro¬ 
per  Ufe  of  it  ?  He  will  be  led  naturally 
to  purfue  Pleafures  of  another  Kind, 

,  and  embrace  every  agreeable  Amufe- 
ment  for  the  Support  of  his  Patience  : 
His  grand  Scheme  will  be  to  cultivate 
a  large  Acquaintance,  that  when  the 
Hour  comes,  fraiighted  unth  crinkled 
Brows  and  hollow  Eyes^  the  World  may 
know  him  to  be  a  Dodor  well  dlfpofed 
to  replenifii  his  Coffers,  and  be  even 
with  them  for  their  contemptuous  Ne^- 

F  L-d 
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le6l  of  him.  I  have  heard  fome  People 
fay,  that  thefe  Men  had  forgot  many 
lifeful  Parts  of  Knowledge,  to  which- 
they  were  no  Strangers  formerly.  But  I 
don't  know  this  perfonally and  as  there 
is  much  Envy  among  Mankind  (the 
worft  Medium  through  which  Things 
can  be  viewed)  I  would  fain  believe  the 
Notion  to  be  groundlefe. 


.  This  Refpedt  for  young  Phyficians  is 
moft  certainly  well  calculated  to  reftore 
the  Dignity  of  Phyfic,  and  promote  its 
Ufefulnefs,  which,  by  the  by,  is  the  only 
ftable  Support  of  Dignity.-  The  Art 
itfelf  is  far  from  being  being,  perfedf, 
though  the  Slothfulnefs  of  many  Phyfi- 
cians  gives  too  much  Room  to  believe 
them  of  a  contrary  Opinion.  If  they 
know  what  has  been  done  by  others, 
they  reft  fatisfied,  and  have  not  the  lead 
Inclination  or  Defire  to  make  any  Ac- 
quifition  of  themfelves.  Like  Children 
they  have  their  leading  Strings,  with 
this  Difference,  that  they  can  never  go 
without  them.  Need  I  mention  any 
Inftances  of  the  Imperfection  of  the 

Art  ? 
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Art?  I  fhall  content  myfelf  with  one  or 
two,  which  will  fhew,  at  the  fame 
Time,  the  Juftnefs  of  the  Cenfure,  now 
pafled  on  the  Indolence  of  the  Faculty, 
How  little  Pains  then  have  been  taken 
to  inveftigate,  with  due  Accuracy,  the 
Properties  and  Virtues  of  Drugs  ^  a 
Thing  fo  neceflary  to  the  well  pradlifing 
of  Phylic  ?  Their  Dofes  are  too  capri¬ 
cious,  and  might  be  better  afcertained  j 
but  neither  of  thefe  can  be  ever  done, 
while  Farragoes  of  Medicines  continue 
in  Efteem,  and  before  we  render  our 
Prefcriptions  more  limple  than  is  the 
Mode  at  prefent.  It  requires  great  Sa¬ 
gacity,  Judgment,  and  Attention  to  be 
able  to  fay  what  are  the  Powers  of 
any  one  iimple  Medicine  j  and  fure- 
ly  it  will  be  found  more  difficult 
to  difcover  the  Virtues  of  Drugs,  when 
great  Heaps  of  them  are  jumbled  to¬ 
gether, 

Chemiftry,  and  other  Parts  of  Natu¬ 
ral  Philofophy  furnifh  many  Obfcrva- 
tipns  to  teach  us,  that  by  the  Mixture 
of  Bodies,  very  different  Effedls  are  pro- 

F  2  duced 
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dpccd  than  we  could  have  expected,  ftoni 
the  known  Properties  of  thcfe  Bodies 
taken  feparately.  And  none  can  fay  the 
Cafe  is .  otherwife  in  Phyfic  :  Neverthe- 
lefs,  I  am  far  from  profeffing  myfelf  art 
Enemy  to  all  Compound-Medicines, 
though  I  think  they  are.ufed  too  fre¬ 
quently.  I  allow  freely,  that  we  can 
determine  the  Effedls  of  T’heriaca  Aur 
dromachij  for  Inftance,  as  exadtly  and 
in  the  fame  Manner  too.,  as  thofe  of  a 
Simple.  But  then  to  reafon,  as  many 
People  do,  from  the  Properties  which 
they  have  difcovered  of  this  Compound, 
to  the  Properties,  of  every  individual 
Simple,  of  which  it  is  compofed, ,  with¬ 
out  feparate  Trials  of  them^all,  is  aflured- 
ly  a  very  great  Solecifm  in  the  expe¬ 
rimental  Part  of  Phyfic.  A  Mari  may 
judge,  if  he  pleafes,  becaufe  they  all 
confpire  in  producing  pertain  Effeds,- 
that  the  Powers  of  each  and  of  the 
whole,  are  of  the  fame  Kind,  and  only 
differ  in  Degree.  But  without  engaging 
in  a  formal  Difcuffion  of  this  Affair,  it 
is  plain  from  what  has  been  juft  now 
faid  of  the  Mixture  of  Bodies,  that  this 

Kind 


(39) 

Kind  of  Veafoning  is  unphilofdphical  and 
felfe.  However  abfurd  this  Way  of 
reafoning  is,  I  am  afraid  that  it  is  too 
generally  ufed  5  and  am  of  Opinion  too,’ 
that  we  owe  to  it  the  Fafliion  of  vary¬ 
ing  Medicines  fo  often.  For  unlefs  this 
was  the  Cafe,  a  Phyfician  furely  would 
flay  a  little  to  fee  the  Effedts  of  his  Mer 
dicines,  before  he  changed  them  for  ano¬ 
ther  Set  ^  but  as  he  imagines  himfelf 
pofleffed  of  an  inexhauftible  Stock  of 
Drugs  of  the  fame  Virtues,  why  may  not 
he,  in  Imitation  of  the  gay  World  diverfi- 
fying  their  Drefs,  ring  all  the  Changes  of 
Tafte,  Colour  and  Form,  to  hinder  his  Pa- . 
tient  from  growing  weary  of  him  ?  How 
pernicious  this  the  moft  excufable  Mode 
of  varying  is  in  the  Pradlice  of  Phyfic, 

I  leave  to  be  determined  by  thofe  who 
will  think  of  it  ferioufly.  This  fickle, 
indetermined  Way  of  prefcribing  has 
given  rife  to  another  Kind  of  ^arying^ 
which  fome  ufe,  and  one  would  ima¬ 
gine,  with  a  Defign,  to  ruin  the  very 
Art.  Defpifing  all  Method  and  Order, 
or,  more  properly  fpeaking,  entirely  ig¬ 
norant  of  curative  Indications,  they 

bliller 
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fellfter  and  bleed,^  fweat  and  purge,’ 
vomit  and  give  cooling  Medicines  pro- 
mifcuoufly,  and  at  meer  Hazard.  They 
begin  with  the  firft,  for  Example ;  and 
if  the  Patient  is  not  relieved,  one  of 
the  others  muft  be  eflayed,  and  fo 
on  ^  and  conclude  it  a  moft  obftinate 
Difeafe,  if  it  gives  not  Way  to  their 

Herculean  T^reatment.  A  moft  obftinate- 
]y  gooA  Conftitution  if  it  be  not 

deftroyed  by  them  !  One  would  ima¬ 
gine  thefe  Gentlemen  had  been  ^educa¬ 
ted  in  a  Molierian  Academy.  But  after  all, 
let  Phyficians  be  more  Ample  in  their 
Prefcriptions,  and  fteady  in  'the  Ufe  of 
them ;  and  then  they  can  judge  what 
are  their  Effe€ls,  and  what  is  to  be 
charged  to  the  Account  of  the  Difeafe. 
This  is  the  Way  to  know  what  they  are 
about,  and  will  point  to  them  how  they 
are  to  vary  with  Judgment. 

But  not  to  go  too  far  from  what  was 
propofed  a  little  while  ago,  we  return 
to  pay  our  Refpefts  to  the  young  Phy- 
fician.  We  may  juftly  then  obierve, 
that  his  Anxiety,  to  gain  Reputation, 

would 
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would  make  him  accurate  In  obfcrvingy 
and  oblige  him  to  give  due  Attendance 
on  Difeafes.  There  is  an  Enthujiafm  too 
(take  not  the  Word  in  a  bad  Senfe)  at¬ 
tending  our  firft  Studies,  which  carried 
into  Pradlice,  would  render  him  inde¬ 
fatigable  to  confirm  or  refute  the  Maxims 
of  his  Pr'edeceflbrs.  Add  to  this,  that 
it  is  no  necefiary  Confequence,  becaufe 
Phyfieians  have  grown  old  in  the  Exer- 
cife  of  their  Profeffion,  they  are  become 
more  ikilled  or  judicious  :  Many  by 
Force  of  Practice  having  been  fo  habi¬ 
tuated  to  fee  and  prefcribe  for  fick  Peo¬ 
ple,  that  they  have  no  longer  any  Con¬ 
cern  or  Trouble  about  them.  This  Eafe 
neverthelefs  arifes,  not  from  a  perfedt 
Knowledge  of  their  Bufinefs,  but  from 
the  early  Common-Place  they  have  made 
for  all  Difeafes  5  from  which  they  have 
never  deviated,  and  to  which  they  are  fo 
accuftcmed,  that  they  have  it  always  be¬ 
fore  their  Eyes,  and  are  quite  incapable  of 

m  _ 

attending  to  any  Thing  elfe.  A  Pradtice 
merely  mechanical,  and  moft  deftrudtive* 

We  might  have  expedted  from  the 
numerous  Hofpitals,  a  great  Improve¬ 
ment 
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tticnt  of  the  Art  of  Phyfic.  TIi<§ 
Apothecaries,  by  their  Avarice,  made 
it  neceffary  to  ereft  them,  as  the  Poof 
Were  unable  to  pay  the  high  Prices 
of  their  Drugs.  In  this  Refpedt  they 
adled  with  as  little  Policy  as  Humanityi 
For  had  they  diftinguifhed  properly  be¬ 
tween  Poor  and  Rich^  and  rated  their 
Medicines  according  to  the  Circumftan- 
ces  of  their  Patients,  the  Hofpital  Spi¬ 
rit  (which  is  now  truly  Knight^Errant) 
would  never  have  been  exerted  to  their 
Prejudice  j  and  the  Hofpital  -  Bufinefs 
(hared  among  them,  had  been  no 

contemptible  an  Affair. - But  to  our 

Bufinefs  ;  If  the  Phyficians  of  thefe 
Places  had  attended  carefully  to  the  Cafes 
before  them,  and  publifhed  a  faithful 
and  judicious  Account  of  their  Obferva- 
tions,  they  had  improved  themfelves  in 
the  Knowledge  of  their  Profeffion,  dif^ 
charged  honourably  their  important  Truft, 
and  difcovered  many  Things  relating  to 
Difeafes,  and  the  Properties  of  Drugs, 
of  univerfal  Benefit  to  Mankind  ;  they 
had  then  merited  the  great  Refped: 
which  has  been  long  paid  to  them,  as^ 

Men 
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Men  of  large  Experience.  Unfoftunatdy 
however  for  the  Art  of  Phyfic,  and  for 
Society^  this  Refped:,  which  methinks^ 
fliould  have  been  an  Incitement  to  de» 
ferve  it,  has  made  them  idle.  Their 
Character  being  fo  venerable,  they  thought 
themfelves  under  no  Neceffity  to  become 
Drudges  to  Phyiic  or  the  Public ;  and 
imagined  they  had  no  more  to  do,  than 
what  their  Governors  expefted  from 
them  ^  that  is,  to  write  for  their  Pati¬ 
ents,  and  I  am  afraid  have  given  a 
Sandlion  to  that  Routine  Practice  we 
lately  condemned  with  fo  much  Juftice. 
I  fear  too,  that  the  Hofpitals  have  pre¬ 
judiced  Phyfic  another  Way,  as  they 
may  have  contributed  to  make  young 
Men  remifs  in  their  Studies.  For  fee¬ 
ing  what  mighty  Things  an  Hofpital 
could  do  for  them,  it  may  be^  I  think, 
prefumed  that  fome  at  lead  may  have 
had  chiefly  in  View  to  make  Connexions 
among  fuch  People  as  could  ferve  them 
upon  Vacancies^  But  I  touch  this  Point 
{lightly,  being  ignorant  w^hether  there 
is  any  Truth  in  what  I  have  now  fur- 
mifed  5  and  very  poffibly  my  Over- 

G  ^eal 
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zeal  for  the  Intereft  of  this  Art  expofes 
me  to  a  groundlefs  Fear  and  Sufpicion. 

1  mean  no  Offence,  but  tell  what  I 
think  with  an  honeft  Freedom.  How¬ 
ever,  as  it  is  of  great  Confequence  to 
prevent  Mifcbiefs  from  this  Quarter,  I 
beg  Leave  to  recommend  to  all  Gover¬ 
nors  of  Hofpitals,  to  difpenfe  with  their 
A  athority  in  choofing  their  Phyficians. 
They  are  unfit  Judges  of  tfie  Merit  of 
their  Candidates,  and  forely  Party  Spi¬ 
rit  or  private  Friendfhip  fhould  give  Way 
to  the  weightier  Concerns  of  Charity. 
On  thefe  Accounts,  I  would  propofe  to 
have  all  Vacancies  fupplied  by  fuch  Peo¬ 
ple,  as  a  Majority  of  the  College  agreed 
on  :  Or  if  they  diflike  this,  let  them 
have  a  Majority  of  all  the  pradtifing 
Phvficians  in  London,  We  ’  can  never 

j 

fuppofe,  where  the  Number  of  Phyfi¬ 
cians  is  fo  great,  a  Combination  to  pufii 
an  ignorant  or  unworthy  Man,  at  the 
Rifque  of  their  Charaders,  and  the 
Honour  of  their  Profefiion.  Since  I 
have  taken  this  Freedom  to  addrefs  my- 
feif  to  the  Governors  of  Hofpitals,  I 
mull  afic  their  Pardon  for  troubling  them 

with 
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with  another  Propofal,  which  is  to 
oblige  the  Doilors  to  attend  oftner  on 
the  Patients.  A  poor  Man's  Difeafe  re¬ 
quires  the  fame  looking  after  with  a 
rich  Man's  ;  his  Life  is  often  of  more 
Confequence  to  his  Family  than  the  others, 

and  frequently  perhaps  of  more  Confe¬ 
quence  to  Society.  What  then  makes 
the  different  Attendance  ?  Undoubtedly 
you’ll  reply,  Self-intereji,  This  may  be 
a  good  Reafon  for  what  Phyficians  do. 
But  are  not  the  Governors  under  an 
Obligation  to  reform  bad  Cuftoms,  which 
defeat  the  very  End  of  thefe  charitable 
Undertakings  ?  If  the  prefent  Dodors 
refufe  fo  conftant  an  Attendance,  increafe 
the  Number,  and  get  others  chofen  on 
that  Condition, 

I  had  almoft  forgot  to  take  any  No¬ 
tice  of  the  ff  ameful  Negligence  and  Sii- 
pinenefs  of  HofpitahPhyficians  in  a  par¬ 
ticular  Cafe,  which  concerns  the  Im¬ 
provement  of  Phyhc.  They  are  regard- 
iefs  of  the  Opportunities,  to  infpedl  the 
difeafed  Appearances  of  dead  Bodies ; 
though  this  be  perhaps  the  chief  V/ay 
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to  iinprove  Phyfic.  We  have  indeed  i 
great  many  Obfervations  of  this  Sort, 
v/hich  have  been  very  ufeful,  and  I  wifh 
were  more  generally  read  ;  but  as  the 
Hiftory  of  the  Difeafes,  which  ought  to  be 
always  premifed,  is  often  very  inaccurate 
or  wanting,  thefe  Gentlemen  might  eafily, 
by  thus  employing  thernfelves,  enrich  their 
Art,  and  gain  folid  Applaufe, 

I  have  now  pointed  out  many  Defedts 
and  Inconveniences,  which  Phyfic  la¬ 
bours  under  ;  and  fome  few  Things 
have  been  propofed  towards  its  better 
Regulation :  But  I  can  eafily  forefee, 
that  they  are  no  vyays  adequate  to  anfwer 
the  Expedlations  of  the  World,  without 
further  Aid.  I  know  it  will  be  alledged, 
that  Phyfic  is  too  expenfive,  mod  Peo¬ 
ple  being  frightned  at  its  Price  ;  that  it 
is  enough  for  a  fick  Man  to  have  his 
Means  diflipated  by  Abfence  from  his 
Bufinefs,  without  calling  in  the  Dodtor 
to  advance  his  Ruin  5  that  it  is  even 
better  to  trufi:  in  the  Apothecary  and 
die,  than  be  recovered  by  a  Phyfician 
to  the  wretched  State  of  Poverty.  Such 

Complaints 
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Complaints  happen  daily,  and  are  induf- 
trioully  propagated  5  wherefore  it  is  high 
Time,  methinks,  for  the  Faculty  to 
give  them  a  Hearing,  and  devife  fome 
Methods  to  flop  them.  The  healing 
Art  has  long  ranked  among  the  liberal 
ones ;  let  it  not  then  be  removed  to  a 
lower  Clafs,  by  the  fordid  avaricious 
Conduit  of  its  Profeffors. 

Every  generous  good  Man  defires  Op¬ 
portunities  to  relieve  the  Diftrefles  of  his 
,  Fellow-Creatures,  and  make  them  happy  ; 
but  fhall  it  be  faid  to  the  Difgrace  of 
Phyfic,  where  the  Phyjician  is  put  on. 
Humanity  and  every  focial  Tie  are  fet 
adrift  ?  To  remove  fuch  Sarcafms,  have 
the  Bufinefs  of  Phyficians  done  by  them- 
felves  and  thereby  recover  the  Dignity 
and  Ufefulnefs  of  Phyfic,  I  humbly  pro- 
pofe  (nor  can  I  fee  any  better  Way  of 
obtaining  all  thefe  valuable  Purpofes)  to 
lelTen  the  prefect  Fees.  The  Faculty 
ought,  by  no  Means,  to  take  Umbrage  at 
this  Scheme,  as  if  it  is  ever  executed, 
they  will  find  the  Profits  of  their  Bufi¬ 
nefs  much  increafed  thereby  ;  for  where 

one 
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one  Patient,  upon  the  prefent  Footing, 
fends  for  a  Dodlor,  you’ll  find  a  Dozen  ; 
and  at  the  Beginning  of  the  Difeafe 
too,  which  is  a  Circumftance  well  de- 
ferving  the  Notice  of  Phyficians.  Who¬ 
ever  fliall  attempt  to  make  an  Eftimate 
of  the  Money,  got  by  Phyfic  in  this 
Kingdom,  I’m  very  confident,  will 
find  it  greatly  inferior  to  what  any  Trade 
v/ould  have  given  with  the  fame  Stock 
employed  in  it.  It  is  indeed  impoflible 
to  make  an  exafl:  Effimate  of  this  Na¬ 
ture,  yet  I  have  good  Reafon  for  what 
is  now  advanced,  as  it  correfponds  with 
my  Information  from  many  Phyficians 
in  different  Parts  of  the  Country.  Very 
few  of  them  amafs  Wealth,  whereas  a 
great ‘Number  never  get  back  their  Ex- 
pences.  But  whom  have  the  Faculty 
"to  blame  for  this?  ThemfelveS' only  » 
which  were  of  little  Confequence,  if 
Society  fuffered  not  along  with  them. 

It  is  manifeft  from  what  has  been  faid, 
that  the  Public  would  be  great  Gainers 
by  this  Scheme,  in  Regard  to  their 
Health  5  and  I  may  add  their  Expences 

too. 
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too*  For  applying  early  to  the  Art^  for 
the  real  Aid  which  it  can  furnifh,  Dif- 
eafes  would  not  run  out  fo  long ;  nor 
be  attended  with  that  Danger,  which 
now  proceeds  from  trifling  or  unfkilful 
Methods.  Thus  fewer  Medicines  would 
ferve  all  Purpofes,  and  as  was  propofed 
before,  of  a  more  Ample  Kind,  Great 
Heaps  of  Drugs  being,  at  beft,  loath- 
fome  to  a  Patient,  ftiou’d  be  avoided  | 
efpecially  as  they  give  a  Handle  of  re¬ 
proaching  the  Faculty  with  courting  the 
Recommendation  of  Apothecaries,  at  the 
Expence  of  their  Patients. 

Another  Method  has  been  propofed 
by  fome  People  of  very  good  Under- 
ftanding,  for  the  PhyAcians  to  adminifier 
their  own  Drugs,  and  charge  nothing 
for  them.  They  imagine  it  to  be  the 
mod  folid  Foundation  of  the  Credit  and 
Ufefulnefs  of  the  Art.  For  my  own 
Part,  I  have  little  to  objedf  againfl;  their 
Propofal,  though  I  own  myfelf  much 
fonder  of  the  forementioned  Scheme. 
In  this  Cafe  a  PhyAcian,  being  under  no 
undue  Influence,  would  be  prompted 

bv 
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by  his  Intereft  to  prefcribe  only  fuch 
Things  as  he  judged  neceffary.  How¬ 
ever,  the  other  Scheme  feems  more  eli¬ 
gible,  as  it  is  more  eafily  executed,  and 
hinders  the  Apothecaries  from  complain¬ 
ing  of  the  Bread  being  taken  out  of 
their  Mouths. 

Here  a  very  good  Opportunity  offers 
of  inforcing  my  Propofal,  by  exhibiting 
a  Draught  of  the  State  of  Phyfic  in 
other  Countries,  which  fo  far  as  I  am 
acquainted,  agrees  very  well  with  the 
Plan  I  have  laid  down ;  but  as  I  am 
afraid  of  wearying  my  Reader,  I  will 
only  confider  the  Conduct  of  the  Dutch 
in  this  Affair,  who  may  be  well  efteem- 
ed  Proficients  in  whatever  relates  to  Oeco- 
nomics.  The  State  thought  it  well 
deferving  their  Concern,  in  what  Man¬ 
ner  Phyfic  was  pradifed  5  and  very  little 
Attention  will  difcover  the  Havock  in  a 
Society  where  this  Art  is  pradifed  by 
ignorant  Men.  Wherefore  they  have 
judged  it  proper  to  confine  the  Apothe¬ 
caries  in  their  Shops,  to  prepare  Me¬ 
dicines,  which  is  their  true  Fundion. 

They 
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They  could  fee  no  neceffary  Connexion 
between  the  pounding  of  Drugs  in  a 

Mortar,  and  the  Knowledge  of  their 

’  ■.  •  *• 

Ufes.  They  have  fettled  the  Fees  of 
Phyficians,  which  are  very  low  5  much 
lower  than  this  Country  requires,  where¬ 
by  the  Poor  have  the  fame  Care  taken 
of  them,  with  the  moft  wealthy  j  yet 
notwithftanding  the  Meannefs  of  the 
Fees,  fuch  is  their  Number,  that  you 
will  find  very  few  Phyficians  in  all  the 
Provinces,  who  cannot  fupport  them- 
felves  genteely  by  their  Bufinefs.  In 
Holland  it  is  unufual  for  a  Phyfician  to 
be  fee’d  during  his  Attendance  ^  where¬ 
fore  he  keeps  an  Account  of  his  Vi- 
fits,  and  fends  in  his  Bill  of  their  Num¬ 
ber  at  a  proper  Time.  The  Poor  pay 
him  what  the  Law  ftipulates,  while  the 
Rich  make  him  Prefents,  according  to 
his  Diligence  and  their  Generofity. 

Pm  not  aware  of  any  real  Objedion^ 
which  can  be  offered  to  the  Scheme  now 
propofed,  which,  methinks,  is  well  cal¬ 
culated  to  ferve  the  Intereft  of  Phyfic 
and  Phyficians  ^  and  what  is  much  more, 
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to  ferve  the  Intereft  of  Mankind.  Some. 
Gentlemen  indeed,  who  may  think  it 
very  prejudicial  to  them,  will  undoubted¬ 
ly  bufy  themfelves,  not  perhaps  to  de¬ 
cry  it,  but  by  Raillery  and  Wit  to 
make  it  feem  ridiculous,  and  thereby  ex- 
pofe  thofe  who  attempt  to  put  it  in  Exe¬ 
cution.  However  thefe  Gentlemen,  in 
‘my  Opinion,  have  very  little  to  fear, 
though  the  Pradtice  Ihould  become  as 
univerfal  as  I  wilh  it.  The  Gentlemen  I 
mean,  are  thofe  who  have  now  great 
Bufinefs  and  great  Fees.  I  fay  they 
have  little  to  fear,  as  their  fuperior  Re¬ 
putation,  which,  no  Doubt,  they  can  al¬ 
ways  maintain,  will  fecure  to  them  the 
Bufinefs  of  thofe  People  who  are  able 
and  well  difpofed  to  fee  their  Doftors. 

It  has  been  fhewn  already,  how  much 
the  Practice  of  Phyficians  in  general 
would  be  extended  by  this  Scheme.  But 
this  perhaps,  with  fome  of  an  indolent 
Difpofition,  may  be  conftrued  as  a  ma¬ 
terial  Objedtion.  They  may  grudge  the 
Labour,  which  they  think  fo  poorly  re¬ 
quited. 
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quited.  What  !  does  this  great  for 

the  Dignity  and  Honour  of  Phyfic,  think 
Dodlors  are  to  become  Porters  ?  His  De- 
fign  is  malicious.  The  great  Zeal  he  has 
fliewn  for  Phyfic,  was  only  feigned  to 
wound  it  deeper.  By  degrading  the  Pro- 
feffors  of  it  thus,  he  feeks  to  leflen  its 
Eftcem  with  the  World,  But  we  need 
not  regard  the  Fears  or  Judgment  of  fuch 
lazy  Men.  And  pray,  why  fhould  not 
the  Labour  of  Phyficians  be  increafed, 
if  the  Revenue  of  Phyfic  be  increafed 
at  the  fame  Time  ? 

I  will  not  enlarge,  after  what  has  been 
faid  already,  on  the  Neceflity  of  Phyficians 
making  more  frequent  Vifits,  to  inform 
themfelves  more  thoroughly  of  the  Na¬ 
ture  and  Progrefs  of  Difeafes.  But  to  de- 
-ftroy  that  Bugbear  of  Toil,  which  fome 
might  apprehend  from  the  leflened  Fees, 
and  increafed  Number  of  Vifits,  I  think 
it  very  proper  to  obferve,  that  the  Prac¬ 
tice  of  Phyficians  by  our  Scheme,  would 
not  lie  fo  wide ;  but  like  the  Office  of 
our  fpiritual  Phyficians  be,  in  a  great 
Meafure,  parochial. 

Before 
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Before  I  finifti  this  Pamphlet,  I  muft 
acquaint  my  Reader,  who  poffibly  has 
conceived  a  Prejudice  againft  me,  from  the. 
Freedom  of  Cenfure,  which  I  have  in¬ 
dulged  ;  that  whatever  good  Opinion  I 
entertain  of  myfelf,  and  the  Methods  al¬ 
ready  propofed  for  putting  Phyfic  on  a 
better  Footing,  I  am  very  far  from  think¬ 
ing  that  others  more  eifedtual  cannot  be 
devifcd.  Perhaps  every  Thing  of  this 
Kind  will  mifcarry,  unlefs  the  Legijla^ 
ture  be  engaged  in  it.  However,  I  fhall 
efteem  any  Trouble  I  have  taken  very 
well  recompenfed,  if  thereby  Men  of  In¬ 
fluence  and  more  Knowledge  are  excited 
to  beftow  a  little  ferious  Attention  on  the 
State  of  Phyfic  in  this  Country.  We 
experience  daily  the  Care  and  Goodnefs 
of  our  Legijlature^  in  doing  every  Thing 
conducive  to  the  public  Intereft.  Where¬ 
fore  there  feems  only  wanting  a  fair  Re- 

monftrance  of  the  State  of  Phyfic,  to 
engage  them  in  its  Intereft,  on  which  the 

Eafe,  Happinefs,  and  Lives  of  Mankind 
greatly  depend.  It  is  in  their  Power  to 
debar  ignorant,  crafty  Men  from  exerci- 
fing  this  Art,  and.reftridl  the  Pradlice 
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to  Men  of  Knowledge,  Skill,  and  Inte¬ 
grity.  Nor  can  this  be  deemed  an  At¬ 
tack  upon  our  Civil  Liberties,  any  more 
than  a  Reftraint  upon  Licentioufncfs 
(which  would  deftroy  all  Liberty  what- 
foever)  can  be  deemed  fuch.  The  befl; 
Evidence  of  a  good  Conftitution  of  Go¬ 
vernment  and  Execution  of  the  Laws,  is 
the  great  Power,  which  the  Subjedls  of 
that  Government  have  to  do  good,  toge¬ 
ther  with  an  Incapacity  of  doing  Mif- 
chief.  As  People  hate  to  be  impofed  on, 
or  fuffer  from  the  Ignorance  and  Craft  of 
others,  methinks,  they  fhould  even  endea- 
.voui:  to  put  it  beyond  the  Reach  of  others, 
to  deceive  them.  Whoever  refledls  on  thp 
Length  of  Difeafes,  and  will  caft  an  Eye 
over  the  Bills  of  Mortality  in  London  only, 
will  eafily  allow  many,  whofe  Names  are 
in  thefe  Lifts,  to  have  been  Vidlims  tp 
mere  Ignorance.  But  how  many  more 
might  be  refcued  from  the  Grave,  if  Phy- 
fic  were  farther  improved  ?  The  SmalL 
PoXj  that  fatal  naufeous  Diftemper,  fine¬ 
ly  illuftrates  what  is  now  advanced.  We 
fee  it  ravage  with  dreadful  Fury,  at  parti¬ 
cular  Times,  fparing  no  Age,  Sex,  or 

Con- 
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Condition ,  whereas  the  Difeafe  commu¬ 
nicated  by  Inoculation^  is  very  gentle,  and 
when  due  Care  is  taken,  of  trifling  Ha¬ 
zard.  The  moft  unfavourable  Accounts 
of  this  great  Improvement  demonilrate, 
that  nine  Tenths  of  thofe  who  die  of 
the  natural  Small-pox,  would  have  efca- 
ped,  had  they  been  inoculated.  It  cer¬ 
tainly  deferves  a  very  public  Encourage¬ 
ment,  as  fo  many  Lives  can  be  preferved 
by  it.  This  would  lead  me  to  confider, 
how  far  a  public  Encouragement  may  be 
ufeful  or  necelTary,  to  carry  on  a  general 
Improvement  in  Phyfic  ;  and  in  what 
Manner  that  Encouragement  fhould  be 
applied  :  But  I  (hall  leave  thefe  Subjects 
to  others ;  and  now  give  my  Reader  a 
hearty  Farewel,  wifhing  this  Pamphlet 
may  promote  the  good  Ends  for  which 
it  is  written. 
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